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INTRODUCTION

North Cheyenne Cafion, a 1,320 acre regional park,
owned by the City of Colorado Springs, is located
west of the Broadmoor Hotel. The entrance to the
park is near the junction of Cheyenne Road, next to
the entrance to Seven Falls. Cheyenne Cafion, is
comprised of both natural and man-made elements.
Many of the man-made elements in the park have
been added in increments as a response to increased
and changing demands on the resource.

HISTORY OF THE PARK

IMPROVEMENTS

In the early 1870’s General William Palmer founded
a resort he called Fountain Colony, which later
became Colorado Springs. His resort grew rapidly.
In the 1880’s gold strikes encouraged a westward
movement and prospectors flocked to the area.
Colorado Springs became a western hub for many
railways. Historically, Cheyenne Cafion was used by
the residents of Colorado Springs as a natural escape
from the hot, dry air of the treeless town. The people
of Colorado Springs envisioned the park as an
essential place for cool shade and moist air critical to
their health and mental well-being.

In 1883 the park was owned by the Colorado College
Land Company and referred to as Colorado College
Park. Colorado College Land Company developed a
wagon road into the canyon. This was the first road
into the canyon. Before this road was built, a wagon
road led to the mouth of the canyon and an old worn
footpath went two to three miles up the canyon. The
canyon was open to the public everyday of the week
for a short time. However, park employees did not
work on Sundays and some visitors to the park were
leaving litter and damaging plant materials so
Colorado College President Tenney decided to close
it on Sundays. Closing the park on Sundays virtually
deprived the people of Colorado Springs use of the
canyon. Most residents of Colorado Springs were
working people who were only able to visit the park
on Sunday. The public was outraged that the canyon
was closed the only day of the week that most people
could enjoy it. Vandals tore down the park gate.
Public outcry and active campaigning by Helen Hunt
Jackson, a local writer inspired by the canyon, were
finally rewarded in 1885 when the citizens of
Colorado Springs voted to purchase 640 acres in
North Cheyenne Canyon to be used as a park. The
park was renamed Cheyenne Park.
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Or1g1na1 Brum Inn ( Courtesy of szes Peak Lzbrmy)

Ordinances, which governed all public parks and grounds,
applied to Cheyenne Park. In October of 1885 two
ordinances specific to Cheyenne Park were announced.
First, the road known as South Cheyenne Caiion Road
within the limits of Cheyenne Park was declared
abandoned as a carriage road and was to be used as a
footpath only. Secondly, City Council declared the right
to lease portions of Cheyenne Park near the entrance for a
restaurant or hotel as deemed in the best interest of the
city.

Proposed development adjacent to the base of Cheyenne
Park included additions to the park in the area between
Cheyenne Road and Electric Avenue (now called
Cheyenne Boulevard) as well as lots intended for summer
cottages. In 1900, a contest was held to give the most
popular young couple of the area a furnished cottage on a
prime lot adjacent to the park addition. In the early
1900’s, two cottages and a barn were built at the park
entrance for the caretaker’s residence and storage of park
maintenance equipment. They burned down in the
1960’s.

Wooden Bridge at Helen Hunt Falls, 1913
(Courtesy of Pikes Peak Library)
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William Palmer, founder of the city, donated an down High Drive. These were used again during World

additional 480 acres to the park in 1907. Before War II when the scarcity of gasoline prevented the driving
donating this land, he developed a carriage road of motorcars. Automobiles were only permitted in
through the canyon and over High Drive, built the Cheyenne Park in the evenings. Strict rules governed the
shelter pavilion and built the original Mt. Cutler Trail hours during which travelers could ascend or descend

and other trails. Located on this property was the since the road could only accommodate a single car
original Bruin Inn, constructed in 1881. The building width.

was previously the residence of Colorado College
President Tenney and a favorite place for college
parties and dances. The City of Colorado Springs
made additions and alterations to the original Bruin
Inn in 1916. A visitor center and curio shop was
built, nicknamed “The Cub” after the Inn’s other
name “The Bear.” The Bruin Inn became a tourist
attraction and a regional landmark.

In the spring of 1913, employees of the United States
Forest Service at Pike National Forest headed a
project to plant approximately 700,000 two to four
year-old trees to reforest the slopes of North
Cheyenne Cafion. An average of 1,210 Western
Yellow Pine, Douglas fir, and Red Spruce trees were
planted in each of the 640 acres of the park. The

project was completed in three months. "~ Mail Delivery Vehicle in the Cafion, 1928
(Courtesy of Pikes Peak Library District)

e > .

The first stone bridge was constructed in the canyon
in 1914. Previously, all bridges in the canyon were

wooden and considered unsightly and in contrast with Colorado Springs’ longest trolley line, which ran along
the landscape. The Park Commission replaced an Cheyenne Boulevard, terminated near the entrance to
existing wooden bridge with a reinforced concrete Cheyenne Park. Just west of the intersection of Cheyenne
one, with walls made of granite boulders taken from Boulevard and Cheyenne Road the trolley crossed a

the streambed. The following year, three more wood bridge over the creek to what was then called Stratton
bridges were replaced with the same type of stone Park. This was the location of the turn-around facility for
bridges. The idea for stone bridges in the canyon the trolley. The line was abandoned in the 1930’s in favor
came from Mr. P. B. Steward and Mr. D. V. of the new bus system. A new trail was planned in
Donaldson, both members of the Park Commission. Cheyenne Park in 1919. Prior to this, foot travelers used

the same road as the automobiles. Many times hikers
were forced off the extremely narrow road by passing
automobiles. The new footpath was planned for the
opposite side of the creek from the road. It was to
continue all the way to Bruin Inn. Rocks were blasted in
some places along the roadside providing a pull-off area
for passing in an emergency situation. Two more stone
bridges were completed in July of 1919, this time using
stone from the canyon. Mr. D.V. Donaldson of the Park
Commission stated that it was the purpose of the Park
Commission to replace two wooden bridges with stone
ones every year. His eventual goal was to have the entire
park outfitted in stone bridges, which were stronger that
their wooden predecessors and consistent in color and
design.

szpicaI Stone fidge (Courtesy of Pikes Peak Library)

Automobiles were permitted in Cheyenne Park in
1917. This controversial decision was an important
turning point in the park’s history. Previously, access
was restricted to horses, carriages, and pedestrians.
Old tallyhos with four and six horse teams had been
used to take tourists up North Cheyenne Cafion and
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During a storm and high waters in 1921, North
Cheyenne Caion Road washed out. The City
considered not restoring the road and proposed access
to the upper portions of the park via foot trails.
However, the public demanded reconstruction of a
road suitable for automobiles. The road was repaired
and construction was completed by late 1921. The
new road was wider and allowed two cars to pass in
some places, in case one vehicle broke down. It also
allowed space for turning around in case a vehicle
couldn’t make the ascent during the hours of uphill
travel and had to return to the base of the park. The
new road also allowed automobile access the entire
way to Bruin Inn, located near the junction of High
Drive and Gold Camp Road.

In 1932, another form of transportation was
introduced into the park in addition to automobiles, a
bus system. The new system became more popular
than the streetcar system, so the later was abandoned.
In 1937, Fred Chamberlain donated 160 acres to the
park. An additional 40 acres were also donated. The
date and source of this second donation are unknown.
These contributions complete the total 1,320 acres
that constitute today’s North Cheyenne Cafion
Regional Park.

One early morning in 1957, the Bruin Inn burned
down. The fire consumed the building and is
contents, leaving only the stone foundation and two
stone chimneys remaining. The cause of the fire was
never discovered. Safely escaping the burning
building, were Charles Merriam and his family, along
with one employee of the Inn. The Inn was never
rebuilt, but one section, a log cabin once known as
“The Cub,” is now being used as the Helen Hunt
Falls Visitor Center.

S M
rtesy of Pikes Peak Library)

Bruin Inn (Cou
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The Park and Recreation Department of Colorado Springs
officially designated the lower falls in North Cheyenne
Cafion as “Helen Hunt’ falls in 1966. The falls, taking on
the name of the local writer Helen Hunt Jackson, had
been unofficially referred to by this name since the
beginning of the 20™ century.

elen Hnt Falls, 1934
(Courtesy of Pikes Peak Library District)

Today North Cheyenne Cafion can be accessed on North
Cheyenne Caiion Road, High Drive, and Gold Camp
Road. The park has three main trails with additional trails
in the works. Columbine Trail is the longest, traversing
the canyon for three miles. The trailhead is found to the
left of the road immediately upon entering North
Cheyenne Cafion. The lower part of the trail winds its
way next to Cheyenne Creek. The trail passes the
amphitheater where climbing exhibition was on July 14,
1946. Access to Columbine Trail can also be found at
Mid-Trail Point, located just after the amphitheater. The
trail continues upward through the canyon to just above
the Visitor’s Center.

Colorado Springs Parks, Recreation & Cultural Services



The trail to Silver Cascade Falls, known as St.
Mary’s Falls Trail, begins next to the Visitor’s
Center, passes Helen Hunt Falls over the bridge, and
continues up the steps. Shortly thereafter, hikers
arrive at an overlook at Silver Cascade Falls. The
park’s third trail leads to Mt. Cutler. The trailhead is
approximately halfway between the base of the
canyon and the Visitor’s Center. This one-mile trail
winds through evergreens to the summit of Mt. Cutler
exposing views of Seven Falls and a panorama of
Colorado Springs. Along with its three main trails,
the park offers numerous picnic areas complete with
tables and barbecue grills. Helen Hunt Falls, Silver
Cascade Falls and Mt. Cutler are prominent natural
features to the park, but nothing compares to the
impact of Cheyenne Creek. Water, with its rhythmic
flow and unique ability to create relaxing, enjoyable
and scenic environments has the magical quality of
attracting people. This is especially true of Cheyenne
Creek.

of Cheyenne Creek
(Courtesy of Pikes Peak Library District)

The historic Starsmore house, was relocated at the
canyon’s entrance, and converted into the Starsmore
Discovery Center, complete with visitor parking lots
and pedestrian trails in 1990. The house was led to
its new site by a police escort and utility allowing the
house to pass through. The three-mile trip took three
days.

Moving the Starsmore House
(Courtesy of Parks, Recreation & Cultural Services)
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314 acres of open space once owned by Windfield Scott
Stratton were added to the Park in 1998. The Stratton
Property is discussed separately in this master plan.

PURPOSE OF THE PLAN

The North Cheyenne Cafion Park is a unique and well-
loved City Park, which for years has offered local
residents and Pikes Peak area visitors an abundant of
recreational and naturalist opportunities. With the City’s
acquisition of the Myron Stratton Open Space bordering
the cafion park creates an even larger and more
outstanding natural resource, which presents a positive
opportunity for a joint planning project to protect the
future of both sides.

Since the adoption of the existing Cheyenne Caiion
Master Plan 12 years ago there has been a growing
demand on one of the city’s most scenic parks. With the
purchases of the Myron Stratton Open Space the Colorado
Springs Parks, Recreation and Cultural Services
department saw a need to establish a new plan for the
long-range development and management of the two
properties. With identifying issues such as traffic
mountain biking, erosion, accessibility, degraded visitor’s
facilities in North Cheyenne Cafion, and park
programming of the Myron Stratton Open Space, the
Parks, Recreation and Cultural Services, and consultants
established a master planning process that would address
the needs of the value combined open spaces. The plan
identifies the unique characteristics and needs within each
of the noted properties while developing guidelines that
serve to protect the natural resources and the community’s
interest. Because no master plan is forever, this plan will
need to be reviewed and evaluated as time and needs
require. The main goal of the pan was for the citizens of
Colorado Springs to work together with the Parks,
Recreation and Cultural Services Department to create a
plan that would restore the historic park and guide the use
of a new community’s asset.

Starsmore Discovery Center in its new location
(Courtesy of Parks, Recreation & Cultural Services)
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REGIONAL SETTING

OPPORTUNITY STATEMENT

North Cheyenne Cafion Park is a unique and well-
loved City park, which for years has offered local
residents and Pikes Peak area visitors abundant
recreational and naturalist possibilities. The recent
City acquisition of the Myron Stratton land bordering
the Park creates an even more outstanding natural
resource and presents a positive opportunity for joint
planning to protect the future of both sites.

A new master plan is being developed for North
Cheyenne Cafion Park because there has been a
steady and substantial increase use of the Parks since
the last master plan was adopted 12 years ago. In
addition, because of the Colorado Springs Parks and
Recreation Department’s April of 1990 commitment
to locating and constructing the Starsmore Discover
Center at the mouth of North Cheyenne Cafion,
funding has been limited for Park improvements
identified in the last master plan. There is a clear and
present need to identify priorities for renovation,
replacement and design of existing Park facilities as
well as measure to preserve the Park as a natural
resource. The master plan will also include the
Stratton Open Space, which means that decisions
must be made related to user access and trail
configuration in order to assure that the use of the
Open Space conforms to restrictions for designated
open space.

Working together, the citizens of Colorado Springs
and the Parks and Recreation Department will create
a plan to restore an historic Park and to guide the use
of a new community asset.
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Stratton Open Space * |

THE PLANNING PROCESS

The Parks and Recreation Department determined the
basic framework for the planning process. The public
process would serve to identify critical issues, concerns
and priorities. Together the citizens and the Planning
Team would determine the final preferred plan. The
Planning Team was comprised of city staff with
specialties in natural resources, maintenance,
interpretation, and forestry; Colorado Springs Utilities
representatives, and consulting natural resource, trail,
landscape architecture, and planning specialists.

The planning process for the North Cheyenne Cafion
Open Space Master Plan began with a field meeting on
June 9, 1998. City staff met with landscape architects
from Thomas & Thomas to tour the property and identify
significant issues. The Colorado Springs Parks and
Recreation Department supplied local records and
documents applicable to the property including
information about the property’s conservation values.
Subsequent site visits and research by the consultant team
finalized the baseline inventory, existing property
sensitivities and potential property opportunities.

The first public meeting was held on July 29, 1998 at the
Cheyenne Mountain High School. The meeting was
structured to gather thoughtful constructive input from
interested and affected parties for its subsequent
evaluation and integration into the final master plan. It
was successful in educating the public regarding the
baseline inventory and site analysis findings, identifying
issues of concern, allowing people and agencies to
express their preferences about how the concerns fit into
the physical master plan, and considering alternatives for
the open space design and future management. The
master plan will integrate appropriate inputs.

The public meetings were publicized in the media and
interested parties identified by the Planning Team were
notified by mail. All citizens attending the meetings were
added to the mailing list. The Planning Team met to
discuss the public input and to choose from among
alternative plan recommendations several times from
August to December. (A full listing of Planning Team
meetings and public meetings can be found in the
Appendix, on page 80.) Because of the divisive issues
and concerns raised by the public, multiple meetings were
held to discuss potential issues. The Planning Team
recommended submission of the master plan to the Parks
and Recreation Advisory Board and the Parks and
Recreation Advisory Board unanimously approved the
master plan on January 26, 1998.
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The following issues are the results of scheduled
meetings and reviews, and have been divided into
four major categories: Lower Cafion, Middle Cafion,
Upper Caiion, General, and the Stratton Open Space.

Lower Caiion Issues:
Some of the issues that need to be addressed,
concerning the Lower Caflon are:

e  There is no connection from the Starsmore
Discovery Center to the Stratton Open Space;

e  The South Caflon picnic area is degraded from
uncontrolled access and over use;

e  The restrooms in the South Cafion picnic area are
degraded;

e In the South Cafion picnic area there is a loss of
vegetative cover and eroding soils;

e  There is a lack of organized parking at Starr
Kempf and neighborhood issues;

e There is a need for year round restrooms at the
east entrance to the park;

e There is a need for a playground area for
children;

e  There is an interest in making the Cheyenne
Mountain Heritage Center park of the park;

e  There is a lack of connection to the Strawberry
Hill area;

e  The picnic areas in the Lower Columbine picnic
area are degraded due to over use and access;

e  The amphitheater area is degraded and unsafe.

Middle Carion Issues:

Issues that face the Middle Cafion are:
e  Mt. Cutler exists with eroded and hazardous
trails;

e  There are poor connections between Mt. Cutler
and the Mid-Columbine Trail;

e Poor conditions exist along the Mid-Columbine
switchbacks;

e  Conflicts exist on the Mid-Columbine trail
between bikers and hikers.

Upper Caiion Issues:

Much like the Lower and Middle Cafion, there are
issues that need to be addressed in the Upper Cafion.
These issues are:

e There is poor parking at Helen Hunt Falls;

North Cheyenne Caiion Master Plan 13

The restrooms at Helen Hunt Falls are also in poor
condition;

A short trail is needed from Helen Hunt parking to
the Upper-Columbine trailhead;

The visitors center facility at Helen Hunt Falls is
insufficient;

Buffalo Cafon trail is degraded;

There is a poor connection from Upper-Columbine
trail to the gravel pit parking area and connection
with Gold Camp Road;

A gate needs to be added to the west entrance of the
park;

There are unsightly and unsafe wrecks along Gold
Camp;

There is a lack of guardrails along Gold Camp Road
to prevent future accidents;

There are multiple issues concerning Tunnel Number
3.

General Issues:
Some of the issues that address all three canyons are:

Deteriorating trails;

Too many trails dead end, creating poor trail
circulation;

There are poor and/or limited special needs
accessible trails;

The trail signage system needs development;
Parking needs to be developed in strategic locations;
There is poor canine control;

Enforcement of park hours needs to be increased;

There is a need to preserve and enhance natural
resources on the property.

Stratton Open Space Issues:
Some of the issues that were a concern to the residents
living around the Stratton Open Space were:

Horse Grazing;

Natural Resource Conservation and overall ethics;
Location of the new trails;

Location and functions of the new trailheads;

Overall rules and regulations governing the open
space.

Colorado Springs Parks, Recreation & Cultural Services
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Stone Stairway in Cheyenne Cafion
(Courtesy of Parks, Recreation & Cultural Services)

RESOURCE ANALYSIS
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RESOURCE ANALYSIS

NORTH CHEYENNE
CANON

Conservation Series:

The Conservation Series analysis and resulting
composite map reflects the planning team’s evaluation
of the Caflon’s aesthetics, existing cultural elements,
and vegetation and wildlife habitat.

Valued geological and natural feature within the park
and along associated trails, were evaluated and given
important aesthetic consideration in the planning
process and composite map. Information gathered in
the aesthetic analysis was used to delineate and protect
areas of natural community scenic beauty.

The existing cultural developments and identified trails
were mapped. A degree of use and range of park
impacts were evaluated and incorporated into the
composite map analysis to help delineate future
development and management areas.

The composite analysis also included the evaluation of
park vegetation. Areas of valuable, fragile and
degraded vegetation zones were identified. In each
case the vegetation was evaluated with regards to the
user experience, wildlife impacts and long-term park
management.

Wildflower
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Development Series:

The Development Series analysis was conducted to
help illustrate and delineate sensitive sites where
development would be undesirable. The evaluation
considered steep gradients, erodable soils, hydrological
patterns and accessibility.

The objective of gradient analysis was to explore the
varying degree of slopes throughout the park in order to
delineate which areas are most vulnerable to
development. Area of slopes greater than 10% were
identified as costly development zones, and those site
less than 10% were identified as area providing
manageable conditions for park development and
improvements.

Related to the Cafion slope and vegetation analysis, the
composite plan considers hydrological patterns. The
hydrological patterns were studied as to their impacts
on long-range management strategies and park
restoration plans.

N -

Waterall .

Soil erosion is an identifiable problem within the park.
The degree and patterns of erosion found also provide a
clear indication to the level of park use. The noted
patterns were evaluated with regards to the cultural,
vegetation, and hydrological information gathered. The
analyzed information was then used to delineate zones
of reclamation and areas suitable for future
development.
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SPECIFIC DESIGN
ELEMENTS BY AREA

North Cheyenne Caiion &
Stratton Open Space
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AESTHETICS Legend:

Light: Average visual quality. Areas where the natural
beauty and the aesthetic quality of the landscape is

Conservation Summary: considered average.

The objective of this analysis is to delineate and protect

areas of natural scenic beauty. This includes views and Medium: High visual quality. Areas where the natural
view corridors both within and outside of the park, as beauty and the aesthetic quality of the landscape is

well as the scenic and geological features within the considered high.

park. Information utilized in this analysis was obtained

from on-site field inspections and aerial photography. Dark: Outstanding visual quality. Areas where the

natural beauty and the aesthetic quality of the landscape
is considered outstanding.
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EXISTING CULTURE Legend:

Light: No development impact.

Conservation Summary:

The objective of this analysis is to delineate areas that
areas that are influenced by existing development or
existing recreational uses.

Medium: Minor development impact.

Dark: Major development impact.
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VEGETATION

Conservation Summary:

The objective of this analysis is to delineate and protect
the more valuable and fragile individual plant species
and plant communities within the park. Information
utilized in this analysis was prepared by Christopher
West and the Broadmoor Garden Club, and was
obtained from on-site fieldwork where communities
were sampled by establishing plots in which all plant
species were listed and abundance estimated. A map of
plant communities was made and used to produce this
values map. A species list was also compiled and can
be referenced in the appendix.

Legend:

Light: Low quality of vegetation. Severely disturbed
areas, or areas where the vegetation is largely
composed of non-native or weedy species.

Medium: Average quality of vegetation. Areas of
native species mixed with non-native species. Areas
with a moderate risk of erosion. Areas with plant
communities that are common in the park.

Dark: High quality of vegetation. Areas of
predominantly native species. Areas with a greater risk
of erosion due to bedrock, slope, or soil type. Areas
with plant communities that are uncommon in the park.
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WILDLIFE

Conservation Summary:

The objective of this analysis is to delineate and protect
the local fauna by preserving the habitat necessary to
support the population. Information utilized in the
analysis was prepared by Kolb, Haven, N. A. Anderson,
and R. G. Beidleman. Information was obtained from
on-site field research and interviews. Information
considerations include diversity and abundance of
species, abundance and quality of food supplies, and
availability of shelter sites.

Legend:

Light: Low concentration of wildlife due to habitat
restrictions and nearby human land use.

Medium: Moderate concentration of wildlife due to
habitat restrictions and nearby human land use.

Dark: High concentration of wildlife due to habitat
and lack of nearby human land use.
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CONSERVATION SERIES
COMPOSITE

Conservation Summary:

The Conservation Series Composite illustrates the
values derived from superimposing the four
conservation series maps onto each other. The darkest
areas are locations, which are most important to
conserve environmentally, and where development
would be undesirable or prohibited. The lightest areas
are locations, which could be considered for
development with the least impact environmentally to
the park.

Legend:

Light: Low environmental impact.
Medium: Moderate environmental impact.

Dark: High environmental impact.
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GRADIENTS Legend:

Light: 0-5% slope, which is most suitable for
development.

Conservation Summary:
The objective of this analysis is to illustrate the varying Medium: 5-10% slope, which is satisfactory for

degrees of slope throughout the park in order to development, but which may require significant site
delineate which areas are most vulnerable to work.

development. Information utilized in this analysis was

obtained from current contour maps of the park. Dark: 10% slope and greater, where development

would be costly with substantial site work.
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HYDROGRAPHY

Conservation Summary:

The objective of this analysis is to delineate areas that
are vulnerable to floodwater within the park. Most of
the drainage areas are dry much of the time, and are
only impacted from local rain or snow-melt events.
Information was obtained from on-site field inspections
and current drainage maps of the park.

Legend:
Light: Little or no floodwater impact.

Medium: Minor floodwater impact. Local rain events

could impact areas as waters begin to collect in
drainage basins.

High: Moderate to heavy floodwater impact. Local
rain events could impact areas as waters collect in
drainage basins and join in lower areas.
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SOILS

Conservation Summary:

The objective of this analysis is to delineate the park’s
suitability for development based on the United States
Soil Conservation Service (USSCS) survey of the park
completed and approved in 1975. The various soil
types found throughout the park are grouped into three
classifications based on such criteria as fertility, erosion
potential, permeability rate, depth to shale, frost action
potential and shrink/swell potential.

Legend:

Light: Slight development limitations. Includes
USSCS Series 13 soil: Bresser Sandy Loam, 5 to 9
percent slopes.

Medium: Moderate development limitations. Includes
USSCS Series 16 soil: Chaseville gravelly sandy loam,
1 to 8 percent slopes.

Dark: Severe development limitations. Includes
USSCS Series 17 soil: Chaseville gravelly sandy loam,
8 to 40 percent slope; Series 18 soil: Chaseville-
Midway complex; and Series 46 soil: Kutler-
Broadmoor-Rock outcrop complex, 25 to 90 percent
slopes.

(See appendix for soil details from the Soil Survey).
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SOIL EROSIONABILITY Legend:

Light: Low erosion potential due to high vegetative
cover, relatively flat topography, a quick permeability

Conservation Summary: rate, and a favorable soil composition.

The objective of this analysis is to delineate areas

vulnerable to flowing water and slope erosion based on Medium: Moderate erosion potential due to a

the following erosion characteristics: moderate vegetative cover, inclined topography, a

1. Existing vegetative cover. moderate to slow permeability rate and a less than

2. The soils hydrological group classification. favorable soil composition.

3. Permeability rate.

4. The soils “K” value (erodibility factor). Dark: High erosion potential due to low vegetative

5. The steepness of the slope. cover, steep topography, a very slow permeability rate,

and unfavorable soil composition.
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DEVELOPMENT SERIES f.ege,”d" .
ight: Low developmental constraints.
COMPOSITE

Medium: Moderate developmental constraints.

Conservation Summary:

The Development Series Composite illustrates the
values derived from superimposing the four
development series maps onto each other. The darkest
areas are locations, which are most difficult to develop,
and where development would be undesirable. The
lightest areas are locations where there are low
developmental constraints, and therefore could be
considered for development.

Dark: High Developmental constraints.
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COINCIDENTAL VALUES
COMPOSITE

Conservation Summary:

This composite illustrates the values derived from
superimposing the four development series maps with
the four conservation series maps to identify and
delineate the least sensitive to the most sensitive areas
of the park for development based on all of the criteria
established for each map.

North Cheyenne Caiion Master Plan 33

Legend:

Light: Low constraints.
Moderate: Moderate constraints.

Dark: High constraints.
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North Cheyenne Cafion Road
(Courtesy of the Pikes Peak Library)

SITE INVENTORY
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SITE INVENTORY

North Cheyenne Caifion has a long history of change
including improvements of roads and trails,
construction and removal of structures, enhancement,
and sometimes even deterioration and vandalism, of
facilities and natural features. Design guidelines for the
built environment of North Cheyenne Caflon are critical
to the quality of the park. The park was initially
purchased by the City to ensure for its citizens the
valuable natural resources the park holds. For this same
reason it is important to establish guidelines for the
park. North Cheyenne Cafion has the potential to be a
high quality physical and sensory environment.

The area will undergo significant change in the next
several years. The Starsmore Discovery Center is
located at the mouth of the canyon. This facility makes
an initial impression on visitors to the canyon. The
historic Starsmore House features several displays and
exhibits, which introduce the park visitor to the canyon.
The facility includes the Starsmore House, picnic areas,
trailheads, interpretive exhibits, parking, etc., most of
the elements, which on may encounter in the park.
Many other changes are planned to occur in the park as
the implementation of the park Master Plan takes place.
The importance of a clear design program is critical.

THE BUILT
ENVIRONMENT

ROADS

Today three roads access North Cheyenne Cafion Park.
The primary access road is North Cheyenne Cafion
Road. This paved road is the main entrance to the park.
The road has two lanes and no curb and gutter. The
natural landscape is directly adjacent to the pavement
edge except where stone retaining walls have been built
next to the road. This gives North Cheyenne Cafion
Road a rustic appearance.

Lower Gold Camp Road, via 26™ Street, is a gravel
road, once the bed for the Short Line Railroad. This
road accesses the park from the north. Upper Gold
Camp Road is the old Short Line Railroad bed west of
the intersection of Lower Gold Camp Road and North
Cheyenne Cafion Road. It serves primarily as an exit
from the park, providing a scenic mountain drive to
Cripple Creek, Colorado. Gold Camp Road is a rustic,
gravel, mountain road with interesting historic
importance.

There are three types of guardrails used in the canyon.
There are typical W-beam guardrails, Jersey barriers,
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and several areas where metal bumper stops serve as
guardrails and discourage parking. Gates are used in
areas where traffic needs to be controlled, i.e. the
entrances to High Drive and Upper Gold Camp Road.
These gates are metal and can be shut and locked if the
road is seasonally closed, unfit to drive, or for any other
reason.

There are also several road delineators used throughout
the canyon. Generally, they are large boulders set to
define or, depending on where they are place, to
discourage parking. Also, as described before, there are
metal bumper stops that serve as road delineation. A
new block wall and split rail fencing are used to define
and delineate the roadway and off street parking from a
path and picnic area below Helen Hunt Falls.

Vehicular bridges in the canyon are primarily stone and
concrete. Many are in disrepair. Numerous stones
have fallen off over the years.

Retaining walls along the roadway are all stone and
mortar or simply dry stacked and battered back against
the slope. Many are in need of repair, but for the most
part they are visually appealing and fit well into the
canyon’s surroundings.

Culverts and drainageways along the road have been
lined with stone and in some cases have been built in
conjunction with roadside retaining walls. This
technique has blended them into the landscape well,
and they have little visual impact.
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Roadside retaining wall with "Bruin-Inn" in rocks
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Roadside signage in North Cheyenne Cafion varies in
terms of colors, materials, and configuration.
Compliance to the Colorado Springs Parks, Recreation
& Cultural Services Sign Manual has, however,
provided a good deal of continuity in entry signage and
some of the trailhead signage. Typical traffic signage
i.e. stop signs and speed limit signs, occur throughout
the park and are generally mounted on steel posts.

PARKING AREAS

There are three types of parking areas in North
Cheyenne Cafion Park. They provide visitors with the
opportunities to stop and view scenic features, hike
trails, deal with car problems, or visit picnic areas. The
largest of these are the parking areas at the Discovery
and Visitor Centers. These parking lots are paved or
graveled and delineated by large stones, metal bollards,
metal bumper stops or stone retaining walls. Parking
areas and vehicle pull-offs also occur at trailheads in
the park. These areas are gravel and range from those
which are bound by stone retain walls (Mt. Cutler
Trailhead) to those which are barely distinguishable
from the road (Captain Jack’s Trailhead). Parking is
also provided next to the road to accommodate picnic
areas throughout the park. These pull-off parking areas
are delineated with large stones, prefabricated block
walls, or nothing more than the edge where the gravel
meets the natural landscape.

TRAILS

As discussed earlier, North Cheyenne Cafon Park has
four main trails. Columbine Trail is the most prominent
park trail and runs from the base of the park three miles
up to Helen Hunt Falls. Here another trail, called St.
Mary’s Falls Trail, continues on the Silver Cascade
Falls and eventually to St. Mary’s Falls (not in the
park). The entire length of the trail is 1 % miles by only
%2 mile is actually in North Cheyenne Cafion Park. Mt.
Cutler Trail is a mile long and runs from the Mt. Cutler
trailhead, about halfway up the canyon, to the summit
of Mt. Cutler. A popular multi-use trail exists in the

W WA YT
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park. It is called “Captain Jack’s Trail,” and is termed a
“multi-use” trail because it is very popular for many
uses including: hiking, mountain biking, motorcycling,
and horseback riding.

All of the trails are formed on indigenous decomposed
granite. Steps along the trails consist of logs, square
timbers or stone. Railings are used for safety and to
keep people out of heavily eroded, protected, or newly
revegetated areas. Railings consist primarily of split
rail fencing, but there are also a few stonewalls that
serve this purpose. These are stone, metal, and wooden
footbridges that cross North Cheyenne Creek in various
locations along the trails. Adjacent to trails are several
different types of retaining walls. Primarily, the
retaining walls are log or stone but some are wooden
boards supported by metal stakes. Many of the
retaining walls along trails are in serious need of
replacement or repair. Older culverts or drainageways
have been lined with stone, but some newer steel
culverts have been left exposed. For example, on the
trail from Helen Hunt Falls to Silver Cascade Falls
there is a culvert that protrudes approximately four feet
out from the trail. This culvert is particular has made
this portion of the trail very unsightly.

PICNIC AREAS

Picnic areas are located throughout the park, often
secluded from the road by trees and the stream. Picnic
tables and barbecue pits are provided at the picnic sites
as well as trash receptacles. The picnic areas range in
size. Some areas have only one table to accommodate a
single small group. Other areas have many tables for
several groups or larger groups. Some of these large
areas also have shelter pavilions and restrooms and
some require reservations for their use.

Currently, the standard picnic table has a wooden table
and benches and is anchored to the ground by a black
metal pedestal, which also connects the benches to the
table (see Appendix X for specifications). There is also
a standard black barbecue grill with a black metal
pedestal. Trash receptacles are 55-gallon industrial
drums, without lids, which are painted brown.

POINTS OF INTEREST

There are many points of interest throughout the park.
The most prominent of these are Helen Hunt Falls and
Silver Cascade Falls. These two areas are the only two
areas in the park that are addressed as focal points.
They are also the only areas that provide gathering
spaces for people to enjoy them. For example, Helen
Hunt Falls has a visitor center and Silver Cascade falls
has stone overlook walls, seating walls, and interpretive
signage describing vegetation and wildlife found in the
park.
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Other prominent points of interest with little or no
public gathering space or signage include the summit of
Mt. Cutler, the Ute Pass Fault, and the White Fir
Botanical Reserve. These are also a vast number of
rock formations, overlooks, and historically significant
areas in the park, which are not identified as focal
points.

A number of concrete water utility structures, which are
not aesthetically pleasing but are of historical
significance, also exist in the park. These structures are
owned by the Colorado Springs Utilities Water
Department and are located along North Cheyenne
Creek. They serve various functions in providing water
to southwest Colorado Springs. Although unsightly,
they frequently spark interest in the passing motorist or
biker.

STARSMORE DISCOVERY CENTER /
HELEN HUNT FALLS VISITOR
CENTER

The Starsmore Discovery Center is the new North
Cheyenne Cafion orientation and visitor center and is
located at the terminus of Cheyenne Boulevard where
North Cheyenne Cailon Road and South Cheyenne
Caifion Road meet. The center will consist of the
recently relocated historic Starsmore House and various
interpretive trails, exhibits and picnic grounds. The
exterior of the Starsmore House is primarily stone, as
are many of the proposed elements throughout the
Starsmore Discovery Center grounds.

Helen Hunt Falls Visitor Center

The Helen Hunt Falls Visitor Center, originally called
the “Cub,” is located at Helen Hunt